
 
 
Please use this template to provide information on any Water Safety initiatives you are doing within your area. Please 
provide as much relevant information as possible.  
 
if you require any assistance or support in completing this template please contact Bernadine Blair, Evaluation, Funding and Initiatives Officer: 
Bernadine.blair@firescotland.gov.uk_ 

 

LSO AREA 
East SDA City of Edinburgh 

Author and Contact Details (add a contact email or phone number),  
 
 

WC David Morrison 07768556285 
 

 
What is the Title of the Initiative? 
 

 
Harlaw reservoir water safety event. 
 

WATER SAFETY  

GOOD PRACTICE EXAMPLE   

 
 

mailto:Bernadine.blair@firescotland.gov.uk_


 
 

Summary 

 

Improved engagement with the community to highlight Water safety. This was aimed at Young people 
to highlight cold water shock as well as the new trend in open water (wild swimming). 
 
 

 
 

Need for Initiative  
 

Following a rise of water rescue incidents both nationally and locally, LALO David Morrison, recognised 
that it was important to push out the water safety message across partnerships in Edinburgh. He made 
initial contact with Pentland hills regional park (PHRP) senior heritage officer to highlight the need for 
the event. This work was selected after several local accidents in the Pentland Hills.  
 
A few months after the work started we tied this in to the SFRS Summer Thematic Action Plan (TAP) 
initiative and water safety advice.  
 
To highlight the importance of this work, a week before our first event there was a drowning in 
Thriepmuir Reservoir, next to Harlaw 
 
It was also reported through the PHRP CIP there was an increase in activity in the area due to the 
staycation due to COVID. 
 
 
 
 



Aims and Objectives 
 

In accordance with Scotlandôs National Drowning Prevention Strategy 2016-2026 we aim to reduce the 
number of accidental drowning by 50% by 2026 and reduce danger amongst the highest risk groups 
and communities.   
 
The main objectives of this initiative are: 
 
Improved engagement, support and provision of advice to people who are unaware that death by 
drowning is the third highest accidental cause of death in the UK.   
 
Develop further partnership working/collaboration including local community groups. 
 
Reduce anti-social behaviours. 
 
 
 

 

Delivery/Activities 

Prior to the initiative, Police Scotland (PS) ran an operation (OP Boxy) for the whole of July. We 
supported this through our social media channels and then ran a series of social media posts which PS 
also supported to publicise our event.  
 
The posts advised that SFRS supported by Police Scotland and Pentland Hills Regional Park Rangers 
would be demonstrating water safety and engaging with the public on 26th July.  
 
This was the first joint event, we have held others and the latest in December will be to highlight the 
danger of ice, on open water, in winter. Marionville SWRT will again support these events. 

 
 
 



Resources (What resources does the project require?  Does the project rely on any other resources, such as staff from other 

organisations or premises owned/managed by other organisations? What social media platforms were used to promote it? 
 

 
SFRS Water Rescue teams 
Police Scotland  
CAT members 
Pentland hills regional park rangers 
Twitter used to promote events 



 
 
 


